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damage to our watersheds, which pro-
vide New Mexico with the majority of
its surface water, has impacted drink-
ing water supplies and increased the
threat of floods during monsoon sea-
son.

With the Midwest recovering from
floods and tornados and the West bat-
tling fires and drought, the current re-
sources available to fight these disas-
ters are simply not enough. Funds for
the Natural Resource Conservation
Service’s Emergency Watershed Pro-
tection program, which assist with the
protection of watersheds that have
been impacted by natural disasters,
have almost been depleted as a result
of the disasters around the country.
It’s vital that we provide more re-
sources for this critical program that
can strengthen watersheds affected by
the combination of fire, damage, high
temperature, and lack of rainfall.

I encourage my colleagues to support
efforts to address funding shortfalls to
the Emergency Watershed Protection
program so we can help our commu-
nities recover.

———
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WARRIORS’® WATCH RIDERS

(Mr. MCcCNERNEY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. MCNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing the contributions of the
Warriors’ Watch Riders, a troop sup-
port group, for their commitment to
our veterans, their families and our
community.

Rain or shine, the Warriors” Watch
Riders in my district provide a motor-
cycle escort to our servicemembers and
welcome them home as they return to
our community.

When one of our servicemembers
makes the ultimate sacrifice in the
line of duty, the Warriors’ Watch Rid-
ers recognize their sacrifice, honor
their memory, and offer support to
their families.

I have seen firsthand how the War-
riors’ Watch Riders bring communities
together with the roar of their motor-
cycles. Bonds are built, tears are shed,
and families, friends, and neighbors
come together with the Warriors’
Watch Riders to show respect for the
sacrifices those in uniform make to en-
sure our freedom.

I ask my colleagues to join me in rec-
ognizing the Warriors’ Watch Riders
for all they do for the men and women
who serve our country.

——————

MEDICARE GUARANTEE
THREATENED

(Ms. SCHAKOWSKY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, the
Republican bill cuts, caps, and balances
all right; cuts Medicare, caps Medicaid,
and balances the budget on the backs
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of our seniors, people with disabilities,
and the middle class.

When Willy Sutton was asked why do
you rob banks, he said, because that’s
where the money is.

Asking the elderly and people with
disabilities to shoulder the responsi-
bility for our national debt—really?
Nearly half of Medicare beneficiaries
have income at or below 200 percent of
poverty. The median income for seniors
is just over $19,000 a year. The Repub-
lican proposal will end the Medicare
guarantee, double out-of-pocket costs
for seniors and people with disabilities,
and send them an invoice for $6,000.

Of course we need to address our fis-
cal challenges, but not by ending Medi-
care in the process.

————

REPUBLICAN FRESHMEN CUT
SOCIAL SECURITY

(Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, yesterday our Republican
friends jumped for joy when they
passed a draconian bill that would cut
$6 trillion and jeopardize a lifeline for
millions of Americans, and that is So-
cial Security. We have all been refer-
ring to a President that endeared him-
self to this whole country, President
Reagan. His letter to Senator Baker
said: The Nation can ill-afford to allow
such a result. The risk, the costs, the
disruptions, and the incalculable dam-
age lead me to but one conclusion: The
Senate must vote to raise the debt ceil-
ing—in 1983 when the country was
much smaller.

But what do we face here? Frivolous
activity like Republican freshmen who,
in their manner of affect, showing dis-
respect for the Office of the President.
One Member said: ‘I have a challenge
for the President. I dare him, I double
dare him to even think about cutting
Social Security.” What about the
Member? Should he be dared to not cut
Social Security? The Republican vote
yesterday already cut Social Security.
And you’ve just cut Social Security as
Republican freshmen. Why don’t we en-
gage in negotiation and let the ap-
proach be negotiation and resolution—
not obstruction. Why don’t we engage
in negotiation and work together as a
Nation, as the American people want? I
would like a little more respect from
my colleagues for the President of the
United States, President Barack
Obama.

———

CUT, CAP, AND BALANCE DEAD ON
ARRIVAL

(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, last night we
voted once again in the House of Rep-
resentatives to cut Medicare, to cut
Social Security, and to reward the
wealthiest 2 percent of our Nation with
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tax cuts, and of course big business
with tax cuts. The Republican majority
wasted a crucial day of debate instead
of protecting and working on the finan-
cial security for our Nation.

We could have debated a strong jobs
agenda like the Make It in America
agenda that the Democrats have. We
could have discussed how we could
strengthen partnerships with busi-
nesses to retain America’s workers for
the jobs that are actually needed here.

But what did they do? As one former
Republican budget adviser calls it,
they debated something that was ‘“‘a
misleading political cheap shot.”

The Republicans Cut, Cap, and Bal-
ance Act is harmful for this country,
and it is not a serious proposal. It is
not going to be signed into law. They
wasted our time. So I am glad that
that bill is dead on arrival in the Sen-
ate. But I really wish, I really wish
they would get down to working for
America.

———

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 2553, AIRPORT AND AIR-
WAY EXTENSION ACT OF 2011,
PART IV

Mr. WEBSTER. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 357 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 357

Resolved, That upon the adoption of this
resolution it shall be in order to consider in
the House the bill (H.R. 2553) to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to extend the
funding and expenditure authority of the
Airport and Airway Trust Fund, to amend
title 49, United States Code, to extend the
airport improvement program, and for other
purposes. All points of order against consid-
eration of the bill are waived. The bill shall
be considered as read. All points of order
against provisions in the bill are waived. The
previous question shall be considered as or-
dered on the bill to final passage without in-
tervening motion except: (1) one hour of de-
bate equally divided and controlled by the
chair and ranking minority member of the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure; and (2) one motion to recommit.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SIMPSON). The gentleman from Florida
is recognized for 1 hour.

Mr. WEBSTER. Mr. Speaker, for the
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. HASTINGS) pending
which I yield myself such time as I
may consume. During consideration of
this resolution, all time yielded is for
the purpose of debate only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WEBSTER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Mr. WEBSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to support this rule and the un-
derlying bill. House Resolution 357 pro-
vides for a closed rule for consideration
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